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PRESIDENT’S  

MESSAGE  

W e’ve enjoyed an action-

packed and fun-filled 

summer, and the good times are not 

over. We still have our eminently 

popular Fashion Show ahead of us 

on September 22nd.  Make that 

reservation early. Let’s not forget, however, that 

with the close of summer, election season is full 

upon us.  

As members of our political organization, our 

primary goal is to elect Republicans to public 

office. The primaries are over. For good or ill, the 

candidates for our Party have been selected. We 

need to support our party’s candidates. (Please 

understand: Our nation has a secret ballot for a 

reason, and how you vote in the voting booth is 

your business.) Publicly, as members of the Incline 

Village/Crystal Bay Republican Women, we need 

to support our selected candidates in the General 

Election. If you are wondering if a neighbor or 

friend is thinking your private voice is also a voice 

for the GOP, then you might want to reconsider 

what you say in public. 

We always say that “this election is critical.” Well, 

yes, it is! Every election is critical in a republican 

democracy. Let’s all do our part to extend a right-

thinking majority, especially in the Nevada State 

races which are so important. If you would like to 

help register voters or be a poll watcher, contact 

Celine Nugent, canuge@gmail.com. Answer 

questions for your neighbors who may not be as 

well informed.  Offer to drive friends to the polls so 

they can have their voices count. Remind your out-

of-town friends to show up to vote or to take 

advantage of early voting. In fact, while I’m 

reminding you of early voting, don’t wait. In years 

past, poor weather has kept Republicans from the 

polls in Nevada on election day, and this cost us an 

election. Sometimes it is not the grand gestures that 

win elections, but dozens of small ones. Doing your 

part may be in being a good friend or neighbor to 

another. Let’s win this year! 

Your Lady in Red, 

Suzi Cornell 775-813-0622 

suzannemcornell@cs.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

CORNER 

I t’s hard to believe that we will soon be in the fall 

season and begin our annual membership renewal 

time for our club. This past year has been a very 

busy time for all of us and the mid-term elections 

are just around the corner in November. I hope I 

will have more to celebrate on November 3rd 

besides my birthday! 

Present members can begin to renew their 

membership in the club starting this September and 

renewals will continue through December. Just as 

we did last year, one renewing member will get a 

free membership of $50! The winner will be 

announced at the February 2027 membership 

meeting. As in the past, a new member that joins 

between September and December will not be put 

on the 2026 membership roster and will be 

considered a new member beginning in January 

2027. 

As for you “snowbirds” who leave for the next few 

months, please consider renewing your membership 

before you leave. Your renewal before leaving helps 

keep our membership numbers up and makes it 

easier for whoever is membership chairman. 

Our nominating committee has been chosen and 

approved of by the membership at the August 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

general meeting. They are as follows:  Connie 

Skidmore, Trudi Adam, Kathi Congistre, Joanellen 

Slocumb, and Kay Lehr. The nominating 

committee will be choosing the new candidates for 

the 2027 Executive Board. These candidates will 

be presented to the membership in September and 

voted on by the membership at the October general 

business meeting on October 13th. 

Now let’s talk about the wonderful yearly Fall 

Fashion Show to be held on September 22nd! 

Fashions will be presented to us by Retail Therapy 

in Reno. The models from our club have been 

chosen and Cretia Eyster is working hard on 

getting all the items for the Silent Auction ready.  

Save the Date of September 22 and join us at St. 

Patrick’s Church at 11:30 for a wonderful sit-down 

lunch and enjoy watching our models present the 

fall and winter fashions. The price is $75 per 

person. Proceeds from our Fall Fashion Show and 

Silent Auction will go toward a partial scholarship 

awarded to a worthy high school graduate as well 

as to local charities. 

So come one, come all and bring a friend! 

See you next month, 

Shirley Appel 
Membership Chairman 2026 

Email: mrsradar@aol.com | (818) 266-4402 

AUGUST UPDATE REPORT 

for the Incline Village General 

Improvement District 

TREE POISONING AT BURNT CEDAR BEACH 

The recent tree vandalism at Burnt Cedar could very 

likely have been prevented. When the new Board 

took office in 2025, Karen Crocker was serving as 

Director of Parks and Recreation. Her presentation at 

the Board’s budget workshop on 3/12/2025 

highlighted an $18,000 capital budget item for 

cameras at Burnt Cedar Beach. She confirmed that 

this money was needed in response to previous 

vandalism of trees in the same area where they were 

poisoned in late July. 

The District already spent almost $170,000 on a very 

high-end security system (Verkada) over the past 5 

years, but somehow this item was not part of the 

budget year which just ended June 30. According to 

a public records request “The FY25–26 capital plan 

did not include any funding appropriations or 

budgeted capital projects for the installation of 

security cameras at Burnt Cedar…” 

In February a well-intentioned Parks and Recreation 

employee purchased a pair of cheap “trail cameras.” 

They were not designed for security use and proved 

grossly inadequate.  

In light of the multiple tree poisonings, the General 

Manager announced plans to spend $47,000 on 

additional cameras and monitoring to protect the 

area. No one provided an explanation as to why Mrs. 

Crocker’s highlighted budget item from March 2025 

was ignored. 

SUSAN HERRON VS  

IVGID EMRB DECISION 

The Nevada Government Employee-Management 

Relations Board found in favor of the District in 

Susan Herron’s complaint claiming the District 

discriminated against her for political or personal 

reasons. She had asked for attorneys’ fees and costs 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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as well as “other relief.” The panel determined her claims were unfounded. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT RENEWAL 

Here’s a table showing existing and newly-adopted rates. No more plastic bags, only compostable bags 

costing roughly a dollar each. And only wildlife resistant carts are allowed if you’re not using a bear bin. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

The Finance Director’s unaudited financial reports for the fiscal year ending 6/30/26 showed the 

Community Services Fund’s actual operating losses exceed $2M dollars, once again requiring Facility Fees 

to be used to subsidize operations. Including depreciation, that figure is over $5M. Even past auditors do 

not consider the Facility Fees as operating revenue so they were not included in these calculations. The 

Beach Fund barely broke even, with increased revenues from the sale of alcohol and Hyatt guest access 

fees. The IVGID “portfolio” requires our Facility Fees to subsidize its operations as well as cover all capital 

expenses. 

TTD DISPOSAL OF OLD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROPERTY 

Public comment was made by TTD Board Chair, Andy Chapman concerning the future of the old 

elementary school property. In it he addressed several misconceptions in the content of the support letter 

from the IVGID Board to TTD. Only 8 out of 100 units would be the lowest income category. He also 

wanted to emphasize that if the property is sold, it must be sold to the highest bidder. There is no guarantee 

that it would be ISA. The winning bidder would be able to choose its use. While IVGID gave the ISA 15 

minutes to speak about their proposal, Mr. Chapman was abruptly cut off by the Chair at 3 minutes. 

COMING SOON 

At the September 9, 2026 meeting, the Board will vote on the 30% Design Contract for the largest 

recreation capital project ever: the $40M+ Snowflake Lodge/lift replacement project. As yet, there has been 

no participation suggested by members of the public. Public participation needs to happen now, not as it 

occurred with the Beach House where the public had no say in the major design elements. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Judy Miller,  
Legislative chair 

IVGID AUGUST UPDATE REPORT 



Page 5 

THE ELEPHANT’S TALE • SEPTEMBER 2026 

Making America Great Again: The 

Wins Every Republican Woman 

Should Know 

by Martha Jenkins, 

President, National Federation of Republican 

Women (NFRW) 

I n a world where the news cycle seems to always 

focus on negative stories, this week I want us to 

focus on what is actually happening that is Making 

America Great Again. First, I want to admit that the 

genesis of this week’s article is one written by Nick 

Arama, since I don’t want to be guilty of 

plagiarizing! His article on August 27 outlined wins 

for America, and as we are getting ready to go into 

the fall campaigning season, it’s really important for 

us to be armed with facts, and positive 

accomplishments of Republicans. Even though 

making a contrast between Republicans and 

Democrat far-left candidates is important, we have 

to also emphasize the good happening because 

Republicans are in charge. 

One of the major issues in the 2016, 2020 and 

2024 Presidential elections was illegal 

immigration and control of our border and 

sovereignty. The U.S. is targeting and removing 

temporary visa holders who have overstayed their 

visas. Just this week, the Trump administration 

announced that all appointments for visa 

applications have been paused, while training and 

vetting policies are implemented to deny visas to 

people intending harm to the United States, who 

espouse anti-American values, and people who will 

be dependent on assistance once in the United 

States. The Administration also increased the fee for 

H-1B Visas to $103,000, which makes it much less 

affordable for companies to bring in foreign 

workers over American workers. Refundable tax 

credits (“refunds” given to people who don’t pay 

income taxes) were ended by the Trump 

Administration for illegal immigrants, something 

that had been costing taxpayers 3 billion dollars. 

ICE is continuing to arrest illegal immigrants 

with criminal records, with July having the highest 

monthly total for President Trump’s second term, 

and in early August, ICE arrested 1328 people here 

illegally who had been protected by sanctuary 

policies in the Washington DC suburbs. Finally, on 

the immigration front, immigrants here because of 

Obama and Biden “Temporary Protective Status” 

policies were deported back to their home countries 

when the Courts made it clear that “temporary” 

means “temporary.” 

In an area related to the wide-open border under 

Biden, fentanyl drug deaths have dropped 22 

percent since Trump took office in January of 

2025. This is because of the actions of the 

government in sealing the border, taking out cartels, 

arresting Maduro, and education and treatment 

efforts under Sara Carter, Director of the Office of 

National Drug Control Policy. 

There are also wins on the economic front. In 

Middletown Ohio, the steel plant there is doing a $1 

billion upgrade to preserve jobs and make steel 

more competitively. Amazon is building a 

multibillion-dollar robotics facility in Texas, which 

will create up to 500 manufacturing and technical 

jobs. Ford is expanding production of its Lincoln 

model in the U.S. adding thousands of jobs. 

Business activity in the U.S. is growing faster than 

it has in over four years. Stronger demand across the 

economy is creating more startups and expansion of 

existing businesses. Manufacturing activity is even 

soaring in places like Philadelphia. 

Add all these wins to the growth-

oriented tax policies in the 

Working Families Tax Cut Act 

and the economy is set to 

continue growing, bringing jobs 

and prosperity to American 

families. Thank you President 

Trump for putting America first! 
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A COMMENTARY 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

Calling ALL Patriots! 

by Susan A. Schnetz 

America is not destined to fall.  

History is not doomed to repeat itself. 

O ur freedom to vote in 

America was hard 

fought and our country’s 

early patriots wrote the 

greatest Constitution this 

world has ever seen! Our 

United States Constitution 

of rights and liberty stands 

today as a beacon of hope 

after more than 250 years! 

Today we in America stand at the threshold of 

continuing our constitutional republic by not 

allowing noncitizens/foreigners to vote in our 

elections – or walk the path of chaos, division and 

voter fraud. Cover your ears on any predictions by 

the democrats and/or socialists that they will win 

the majorities in the House and Senate!  

For the past two years this administration led by 

President Donald Trump has worked hard across 

America to ensure that every vote is legitimate. The 

House passed the SAVE Act (Safeguard American 

Voter Eligibility Act), but so far the Senate has 

stalled its passing. The proposed SAVE Act would 

require proof of U.S. citizenship to register to vote 

in federal elections. 

Voter fraud in the United States has proven to 

be true. How, then, did we win the 2020 election? 

We need to remember that we indeed DID win 

despite the fraud, corruption and illegal voting. 

Remember the saying “too big to rig?” This time 

President Trump said regarding the midterms, “vote 

like I am on the ballot.” The fight to enforce 

citizens-only voting can defeat the enemies of our 

country who work day and night, hoping America 

will collapse into the chaotic arms of socialism/

communism. 

History reveals past civilizations that were 

conquered by evil forces. Today, we have the God-

given opportunity to work to embrace a thriving, 

free, and civilized society that respects and defends 

individual dignity, supports thriving families and 

communities, values civil discourse, and promotes a 

culture of freedom.  

Stay vigilant Patriots! Vote EARLY in the 

upcoming midterm election.  

If we continue to act with courage and conviction, 

with God’s help we can preserve the American 

Dream for generations to come. Fight, fight, fight! 

Assure Election Integrity: Pass the 

Save Act or Declare a National 

Security Emergency 

C onservative TV and radio host, Wayne Allyn 

Root says that President Trump needs to use the 

National Security Emergency for Elections by 

mid-September to assure citizen-only voting in the 

upcoming national midterm elections. Root 

explained the emergency decree to the President in a 

recent TV interview that aired on Real America’s 

Voice. Since then he reported that the Democrats 

were outraged that the emergency decree might be 

used to stop any threats domestic and foreign that 

would hinder voting integrity.  

What is the National Security Emergency for 

Elections? On September 12, 2018, by Executive 

Order 13848 a national emergency regarding foreign 

interference in U.S. elections was declared. This 

was done to address threats to national security and 

public confidence in elections by President Donald 

Trump. 

The establishment of national security emergencies 

for elections in the U.S. was influenced by historical 
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Assure Election Integrity 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

events such as World War I, the Civil War, and the 

post-9/11 era, which highlighted the need for a 

framework to manage crises that could disrupt 

democratic processes. The National Emergencies 

Act of 1976 was specifically created to provide 

guidelines for how the federal government responds 

to such emergencies and was approved by the 

Supreme Court. 

It doesn’t look good for the SAVE Act to pass in the 

Senate. If not passed the President could choose to 

use the National Security Emergency for Elections 

which would mandate voter photo ID, proof of 

citizenship to vote, and limit mail-in voting. More 

importantly, Democrats cannot stop it with a legal 

challenge. A National Security Emergency 

declaration can only be stopped with a 2/3rds vote 

of both houses of Congress. 

Revisiting Question 7 in Nevada - 

The Voter ID Initiative 

By Jim Hartman, 
Elko Daily Free Press 

N evada voters will revisit Question 7 in 2026, 

the voter ID initiative that passed in a 

landslide with 73.23% approval in 2024. Because 

Question 7 changes Nevada’s constitution, it needs 

to pass twice. It now requires a second “yes” vote 

this November. If approved again, it becomes part 

of Article 2 of the Nevada Constitution. 

Question 7 would amend the constitution to require 

all in-person voters present a valid photo 

identification before voting. It lists eight approved 

forms of government-issued IDs, including driver’s 

licenses, passports, student and tribal photo 

identification. It also permits the Nevada 

Legislature to approve additional government-

issued IDs. In addition, it would require voters 

using a mail ballot to list the last four digits of their 

Nevada driver’s license number or the last four 

digits of their Social Security number — alongside 

their signature. 

Thirty-six states have some form of voter ID law 

with no major complaints. Nevada is one of only 14 

states to not require a form of identification while 

voting, and instead relies on a voter signature to 

verify voter identity. Polls consistently show 

overwhelming support for voter ID. 

A Pew Research survey last year found 83% of 

adults, and 71% of Democrats, favor it. CBS 

conducted a poll earlier this year and found that 

80% support voter ID, a finding that transcends 

party lines. Earlier polls done by Gallup and 

Monmouth also measured 80% and 81% support for 

voter ID. A Nevada Independent poll in 2023 

reported 74% of Nevada registered voters across all 

demographic groups support a voter ID 

requirement: 62% of Democrats, 93% of 

Republicans and 68% of independents/non-

partisans. 
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At the urging of voters, Governor Joe Lombardo 

made voter ID a campaign promise during his 2022 

gubernatorial campaign. He introduced it as part of 

his proposed Election Integrity Act in 2023. 

Legislative Democrats failed to even consider the 

bill and described it as “dead on arrival.” Democrats 

have legislated a leaky election system to juice their 

votes. 

As promised in his first State of the State address, 

Lombardo then went to the voters. This very 

popular initiative received 179,000 signatures across 

all seventeen Nevada counties, 80% above the legal 

requirement. It passed in 2024 with nearly three out 

of every four Nevada voters approving. 

It’s common-sense election reform. Most 

proponents of voter ID acknowledge there aren’t 

millions of fake votes being cast in elections. The 

point of enacting voter ID is not that our system is 

hopelessly compromised but rather that it is 

needlessly vulnerable. Question 7 has faced 

significant challenges. 

Chief legal strategist for the Democratic Party, Marc 

Elias, and a coalition of anti-voter ID groups sued in 

Nevada state court to stop the measure. Fortunately 

for Nevada voters, the Nevada Supreme Court ruled 

unanimously that the measure could proceed. 

However, the battle continues as opponents of 

Question 7 put out misinformation. Democrat 

opponents include nominees for governor (Aaron 

Ford), attorney general (Nicole Cannizzaro) and 

secretary of state (Cisco Aguilar). Hard-left activists 

resist voter ID as racist voter suppression. They 

claim it could disenfranchise people who don’t have 

an acceptable form of ID. 

It’s proven to be nonsense. It’s an everyday 

occurrence to show an ID. We need ID to drive a 

car, board a plane, cash a check, buy alcohol, rent or 

buy a home, apply for welfare or housing benefits. 

The racism canard was made against Georgia’s 

photo ID law in 2021. Yet, Georgia’s Secretary of 

State reported that turnout in the 2022 general 

election set records after the law took effect with no 

evidence to support the charge the ID law reduced 

turnout among minorities. 

Lombardo is confident voters will finish what they 

started by voting “yes” a second time. THE 

BOTTOM LINE: Requiring a photo ID won’t 

make it harder to vote. It will make it harder to 

cheat. 

You can email Jim Hartman at 

lawdocman1@aol.com. Carol Del Carlo 

recommended this timely article for The Elephant’s 

Tale. Thank you, Carol! 

—NEWS OF THE NEWS— 
 

POLITICS. The late 

Sen. Lindsey Graham's 

sister, Darline, was 

appointed to fill his 

seat earlier this 

summer after Lindsey's 

untimely death. 

President Trump threw 

his support behind her and Sen. Darline Graham 

won South Carolina's Republican nomination.  

As Americans prepare for November's midterm 

elections, there will be new Democratic Socialists 

on some ballots. Political analysts say their 

movement has momentum and its growing 

popularity may affect outcomes for the Democrat 

Party.  

INTERNATIONAL. U.S. CENTCOM 

Commander Admiral Brad Cooper announced that 

shipping lanes in the Strait of Hormuz are open and 

the mines have been removed from the Strait after a 

months-long operation.  

ENTERTAINMENT. There's been a global 

outpouring of love and remembrance for singer, 

songwriter, and actress Dolly Parton, who died 

recently at age 80. The Empire State Building was 

lit pink in her honor and President Trump ordered 

all flags to be flown at half staff for one week.  
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AMERICANISM 

New Statue of Thomas Jefferson 

by sculptor George Lundeen 

has been added to the  

White House Rose Garden 

O n July 4, Colorado sculptor George Lundeen 

received a surprise voicemail from President 

Donald Trump 

thanking him 

for his bronze 

statue of 

Founding Father 

Thomas 

Jefferson. The 

77-year-old 

artist Lundeen 

said he was not 

in his studio 

when the 

President called 

so left a 

message on his 

answering 

machine. The 

President said in the message: “Hi, George. It’s 

your favorite president, Donald Trump, and I just 

wanted to thank you. ... It looks really beautiful!” 

President Trump continued, “I'll see it very shortly, 

but just from the picture, I can see it’s really 

incredible. And we have a wonderful place [for it] 

right in the Rose Garden, and I appreciate it.” 

The life-size bronze statue depicting Jefferson 

seated on a bench with the Declaration of 

Independence and a feather quill had remained in 

Lundeen’s studio for nearly 25 years. It now stands 

in the White House Rose Garden as one of the new 

monuments Trump added to celebrate America’s 

250th birthday. 

The person behind the effort to deliver the statue to 

the president was Steve Barber, George Lundeen’s 

longtime friend and business partner based in Los 

Angeles. Barber helps raise funds, works with 

sculptors, and oversees the creation and installation 

of statues for the president and other major public 

projects. When Barber saw the sculpture in 

Lundeen’s studio, he felt it belonged at the White 

House and wanted to donate it as a gift. But getting 

the attention of White House officials proved far 

more difficult than he expected. 

Barber spent seven or eight months making nearly 

100 phone calls and sending countless emails to the 

White House and other officials to get approval. 

After no response, he decided to give up the idea. 

Then something unexpected happened . . . “As soon 

as I let go, like the second I let go, I got an email 

from the White House,” Barber said. The message 

asked when he could send the sculpture. 

On July 27, 2026 from his home in Venice Beach, 

California, Steven Barber prepared to deliver the 

Thomas Jefferson statue to President Donald 

Trump. The 585-pound sculpture was shipped to 

Washington a few weeks later, with hopes that it 

could be installed in the Rose Garden before the 

Independence Day celebrations. However, getting it 

to the White House was another challenge. A heat 

wave, road closures, and heightened security 

measures around the National Mall all delayed its 

arrival. The Secret Service also needed to complete 

a security screening. Lundeen joked that officials 

had to make sure no one was “sending a Trojan 

horse in the shape of Thomas Jefferson.” 

Nearly a week after Independence Day, Lundeen 

and Barber received a photo from the White House 

showing the statue installed in the Rose Garden. 

The new piece now stands alongside four others 

installed in the Rose Garden: statues of George 

Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander 

Hamilton and a sculpture called “Freedom’s 

Charge” depicting two life-size Revolutionary War 

soldiers. 
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SEPTEMBER 

Member Birthdays 
 

Mary Jane and Harry Swenson ........... 9-Sept 

Mabel Morse .................................... 10 Sept 

Trudi Adam ...................................... 10-Sept 

Janet Pahl .......................................... 15-Sept 

Susan Parks  ..................................... 22-Sept 

Kathi Congistre ................................ 29-Sept 

Incline Village-Crystal Bay 

Republican Women  

Vision and Mission Statement 
 
 

Vision: To support individual freedom and 

responsibility under the Constitution of the United 

States and the Declaration of Independence by 

making Nevada a Red state again and keeping it that 

way. 
 

Mission: To promote the principles and philosophy 

of the Republican Party at the local, state, and 

federal levels by taking action to: 

 Support the election of conservative 

Republican candidates. 

 Educate club members and local voters. 

 Communicate with local, state and federal 

legislative bodies to enact constitutional, 

conservative legislation. 

 Collaborate with Nevada Republican 

Women’s clubs to leverage best practices to 

improve club effectiveness. 

 Promote Republican and conservative 

values through social media, print media, 

and community participation. 

 Effect change in our schools to support 

conservative and constitutional values. 

 Protect the integrity of local, state, and 

federal elections. 
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