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PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 

I  hope everyone is enjoying 
2023 and our beautiful 

Winter Wonderland. Perhaps by 
this summer we will see a major improvement in the 
severity of our drought and fire danger and our 
beautiful lake will once again be reaching its natural 
rim with clear blue skies above. 

Our first Board Meeting this year was held January 
12th and we have two new officers to introduce. Our 
first Vice President is Anne Marie Williams who 
joined our club a year ago and our new Secretary is 
long time member Saundra Beretta. We are also 
very proud to announce that our former Secretary and 
Parliamentarian Connie Skidmore is now the 
Parliamentarian for the Nevada Federation of 
Republican Women (NvFRW). Our Legislative 
Chairman Yolanda Knaak is now the NvFRW 
Legislative Chairman. Connie and Yolanda will also 
both continue as Parliamentarian and Legislative 
Chairman for our club. 

January 21st our Executive Board and several Board 
of Directors members attended the Northern Nevada 
Leadership Workshop in Minden. This is an annual 
workshop attended by the Executive Board members 
from other Northern Nevada Republican Women 
Clubs for a day of education and exchanging ideas. 
We had a keynote speaker discussing leadership and 
then met in groups by office to learn and share ideas. 
Topics included membership, fundraising, program 
ideas, and achievement awards. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet the leaders of the other Northern 
Nevada clubs. 

Our first general luncheon meeting is February 14th 
Valentine’s Day at the Chateau. This meeting is not 
to be missed. Our guest speaker will be Todd Lowe 
the President of the Village League to Save Incline 
Assets. Todd will present the “PRO” view of the very 

important topic for 2023 “Why Incline Village and 
Crystal Bay should incorporate as a City.” Todd will 
be accompanied by the organization’s attorney 
Kevin Lyons to answer specific questions. Our 
March meeting speaker will be IVCBRW Club 
member Judi Miller presenting the “CON” 
viewpoint. Both of these meetings are important for 
you to attend in order to gather information which 
will assist in your decision as to what is the best 
plan for the future our community. 

Hope to see everyone February 14th  
for a Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Cretia Eyster 

SHOULD INCLINE VILLAGE 
INCORPORATE AS A CITY? 

 

T he move from being an unincorporated greater 
improvement district to incorporation as a city 

is years-long discussion with strong Pro and Con 
opinions. Our February speakers will provide you 
information and answer questions on the “Pro” side 
of the argument, a speaker on the “Con” side of the 
argument will be hosted at our March meeting. 

Our February speaker is 
TODD LOWE, President 
of the Village League to 
Save Incline Assets. The 
Village League is noted 
for winning Incline 
Village and Crystal Bay’s 
battle against Washoe 
County resulting in 
property tax refunds for 

residents of over $100 million dollars.  
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Todd’s co-speaker is 
KEVIN LYONS, a 
sought-after keynote 
speaker and educator on 
government topics. He is 
Co-Founder and Chief 
Scientist for Governance 
Sciences Group, and co-
inventor of the FlashVote 

survey system that collects statistically valid 
community input to help local governments make 
better decisions. 

Monthly Club Meeting Speakers 

TODD LOWE 
KEVIN LYONS 

WHEN: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

WHERE: The Chateau  |  Cost:  $32 
RSVP:  RSVP by February 10, 12:00 

noon, nmcarlson01@yahoo.com 

 

COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS 

Y ou haven’t gotten rid of 
me yet... I will 

periodically send out a short recap of some of the 
informational meetings that I attend here in Incline 
Village. The two groups that I try to attend during the 
month are The Community Forum and Conversation 
Café. Both of these meetings are not only informative 
but fun. I am going to do a short recap of both 
meetings from January. 
The Community Forum meets on the first and third 
Friday of the month from 9 – 10 am. This meeting is 
in-person at the Incline Village Library on 845 Alder 
Avenue. Also you can attend online via Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81536121755?
pwd=aWtxeWtNL1ZHK3lPMG9CZWlkK1U5QT09 

Meeting ID: 815 3612 1755 
Passcode: 1864  
They request that you join at 8:55 am so the meeting 
can begin on time. If you want further information 
about this meeting format, you can go to  

ivcbcommunityforum@gmail.com 

I have been attending this meeting for several years.  
This past Friday morning we met the new Washoe 
County Special Operations Captain. His name is 
Blaine Beard. He has been with the WCSO for 25 
years and was promoted to Captain seven months 
ago. He is replacing Cory Solferino as Captain here 
in Incline Village. Cory has been promoted to Chief 
Deputy of Operations for Washoe County. We will 
miss him, but look forward to having Captain Beard 
as our new man in charge. We now have 16 deputies, 
2 motor officers, 4 sergeants (soon to have 5), and 1 
lieutenant. For those who have not met Tiffany, she 
has been our Sheriff Support Specialist for about a 
year and a half. She took Leslie’s place. 
Regarding the reconstruction of the lake side of the 
Hyatt, they were unable to start the demolition of the 
cottages and the Lone Eagle this Spring because they 
were unable to get the necessary permit. needed This 
project has been postponed until 2024. 

The second meeting I try to frequent is 
Conversation Café. This meeting meets every 
Thursday morning at the Aspen Grove meeting room 
from 10 – 11:30 am. The meeting is run by IVGID 
Senior Programs and is conducted by Jennifer 
Moore, the Senior Recreations Coordinator. There 
are usually between 15 and 25 people that attend this 
meeting. There is a continental breakfast for a $2 
donation. We usually try to have a topic discussion, 
but we often discuss whatever the group wants to 
discuss.  

I have been attending this meeting for many years 
and always find it very informative. As a 
conservative (as many in this group are) many of the 
topics turn to what is going on in this country and 
around the world. The  third week of the month is 
current events, so you can only guess how that goes! 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

W e currently have 75 full members and 24 
associate members in our club. There are 

19 Republican Women’s clubs in Nevada and the 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay club is one of the top 
clubs in terms of membership! Not bad for a small 
“town!”  

Our membership runs from January through 
December. If you have not renewed your 
membership for 2023, please plan to do so by 
going online to pay for 2023: www.ivcbrw.org, go 
to the “pay” tab, or send us a check to IVCB RW 
Membership, P.O. Box 3009, Incline Village, NV 
89450. 

his past week the subject was about several things 
that have been going on here in Incline Village – 
from the snow to the voting down of the Cannabis 
Lounges in unincorporated Washoe County, to 
workforce housing.  
You can get information about this group by going to 
the IVGID Rec Center, in the lobby they have an 
informational pamphlet. They also get together to go 
hiking in the summer and snowshoeing in the winter. 
They also coordinate fun trips go to the wine country 
and holiday shopping in Grass Valley. If you would 
like to join us, let me know – the more the merrier. 

Hope to see you at these great meetings! 
Immediate Past President, 

Shirley Appel 
 

Gordon 
Chang Video  

Now Available 

G ordon Chang is 
known all over 

the world as an 
expert on China. 
Many of us have seen him being interviewed 
on television and/or read his articles or books. 
If you missed Mr. Chang's outstanding 
presentation to the club last August, you can 
still see it on our Rumble and YouTube 
channels by going to our club’s website 
(http://ivcbrw.org) and clicking on Rumble or 
YouTube in the note on the upper right-hand 
corner of the home page. 

Our event with Gordon as Speaker was 
tremendously successful and enabled us to 
increase our charitable donations as well as 
the amount of our scholarship fund. Be sure to 
watch the Q&A, too – it’s fascinating! 

COMMUNITY  AFFAIRS 

NEWSLETTER –  
We Want You! 

 

T he newsletter for our club is a masterpiece each 
month, we have received many compliments 

from associate members at our club who belong to 
other clubs. As you know, a publication like this is a 
great deal of work! We would like to involve more 
members in this monthly effort – it will insure that 
we provide our members with information that is 
relevant to YOU and that everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute. We would like to publish 
monthly columns if we can, and if you have an 
interest in contributing (even occasionally) in one of 
these areas, please let me know. We welcome writers 
and wanna-be writers! Here are our needs:  

Book reviews  |   Members forum 
Events, activities  |  Community news  
Government affairs/legislative issues  

Fund-raising/community support  
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Speaker McCarthy Announces 
Subcommittee Members 

“The government has a responsibility to serve the 
American people, not go after them. Unfortunately, 
throughout Democrats’ one-party rule in Washington 
we saw a dangerous pattern of the government being 
used to target political opponents while they 
neglected their most basic responsibilities. The 118th 
Congress marks a new beginning for this institution. 
The Republicans’ governing agenda will be based on 
transparency, accountability, and solutions. The 
Members selected to serve on these subcommittees 
will work to stop the weaponization of the federal 
government and will also finally get answers to the 
Covid origins and the federal government’s gain of 
function research that contributed to the pandemic,” 
said Speaker McCarthy. 
Members who will serve on the 
Select Subcommittees on the 
Weaponization of the Federal 
Government and the Coronavirus Pandemic: 

Chairman Jim Jordan (OH-04) 
Rep. Darrell Issa (CA-48) 

Rep. Thomas Massie (KY-04) 
Rep. Chris Stewart (UT-02) 
Rep. Elise Stefanik (NY-21) 
Rep. Mike Johnson (LA-04) 

Rep. Chip Roy (TX-21) 
Rep. Kelly Armstrong (ND-AL) 

Rep. Greg Steube (FL-17) 
Rep. Dan Bishop (NC-08) 

Rep. Kat Cammack (FL-03) 
Rep. Harriet Hageman (WY-AL) 

Chairman Brad Wenstrup (OH-02) 
Rep. Nicole Malliotakis (NY-11) 

Rep. Mariannette Miller Meeks (IA-01) 
Rep. Debbie Lesko (AZ-08) 
Rep. Michael Cloud (TX-27) 

Rep. John Joyce (PA-13) 
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (GA-14) 

Rep. Ronny Jackson (TX-13) 
Rep. Rich McCormick (GA-06) 

 
Source: https://www.speaker.gov/speaker-mccarthy-appoints-
members-to-select-subcommittees/ 

ALL MEMBERS –  
Help Us Improve Our Club  

to Meet Your Needs!   
 

O ur club application has an “areas of interest” 
section where you can check off the area(s) in 

which you would like to participate or contribute your 
efforts and energies to the club. Since many members 
do not complete a new application when they renew 
their membership, the information we have on file is 
outdated. We will be sending out a new survey to ask 
for your areas of interest, please let us know where 
you want to help!  

Nancy Carlson 
nmcarlson01@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

AREAS OF INTEREST 
 

 Activities (kayaking, shooting, cooking classes, 
Bible study, hiking, golfing, wine/cheese events, 
skiing, bowling, fishing) 

 Art or Graphic Work (flyers, banners, 
publications) 

 Budget/Finance 
 Bylaws 
 Campaign Work  
 Community Service 
 Fundraising 
 Membership (database, activities, new member 

events, new member “booklet” orientation) 
 Publicity 
 Public Relations 
 Communications  (emails, social media, print 

communications, website, newsletter) 
 Youth Coordination 
 Hospitality (greeter at meetings, meeting attendee 

coordination) 
 Legislative  (government affairs, 

communications) 
 Phone Committee 
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THE JOURNEY TO WIN BACK 
AMERICA 

 
Commentary by Susan A. Schnetz 

 

H ave you ever wondered why Republicans keep 
doing the same thing over and over again . . . with 

the same poor results? For example, Ronna McDaniel 
has just won a fourth term to lead the Republican 
National Committee. She defeated challenger Harmeet 
Dhillion 111 to 51. Let’s hope Ronna will revise the 
political agenda for 2023 to include some real reforms 
in the GOP national committee. 

And please Republican Congressmen and women, don’t 
repeat the same mistake again of thinking that you can 
get along with the Democrats in the House. No you 
can’t! Carry on ladies and gentlemen and man the ship 
before it goes down! We have a chance to reverse the 
evil that began with President Obama’s socialist regime. 
We had a reprieve of our country’s demise under 
President Trump, but now in just two short years 
President Joe Biden has deepened the assault on our 
freedom and liberty breaking down our nation’s 
sovereignty. 

Foreign Influence 

Alexander Hamilton said in 1793 that “Foreign 
influence is truly the Grecian horse to a republic. We 
cannot be too careful to exclude its influence.” Since Joe 
Biden has become president, millions of illegal people 
from over 150 countries have poured into America 
through the southern border and have been allowed to 
stay in our country, transported to cities across the 
United States, given housing, welfare and living 
expenses as if they are already citizens of the United 
States! Because we are not vetting these illegal 

immigrants, crime has risen at warp speed in all 
parts of our country. 

To date there have been more deaths from fentanyl 
in our country than there were in the Viet Nam 
war. Illicit fentanyl is primarily made in China, 
India and foreign labs. It is then smuggled into the 
United States, often through Mexico, according to 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. That’s 
one takeaway from a new report by Josh Katz for 
the New York Times, based on preliminary data 
estimating how many Americans died of drug 
overdoses last year. The Times contacted local and 
state agencies across the United States to come up 
with a rough estimate. It calculated that 59,000 to 
65,000 people died of overdoses last year. Our 
young people are especially vulnerable to death by 
fentanyl overdoses under this administration. 

National Debt 

In a commentary that appeared in The Elephant’s 
Tale in May 2010, our newsletter editor wrote of 
President Obama’s regime: “We now have the 
most liberal leaders we have ever had in our 
country and a national debt that is more than all 
spending combined since our first president 
George Washington.” Well folks, the debt is way 
beyond this now! Newly elected House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy will soon discuss raising the debt 
with President Biden. McCarthy said he wants to 
address spending cuts along with raising the debt 
limit, even though the White House has ruled out 
linking those two issues together as the 
government tries to avoid a potentially devastating 
financial default. The speaker pledged that cuts to 
Social Security and Medicare would be off the 
table. 

Ever Heard of the Doomsday Clock?  

The Doomsday Clock was started by Albert 
Einstein and The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 
in 1945. The University of Chicago scientists 
helped develop the first atomic weapons at the 
Manhattan Project and two years later they 
launched the Clock as a way to warn humanity just 
how close to nuclear apocalypse the world was. In 
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a story by 
Elizabeth 
Weise, USA 
Today, the 
2023 
Doomsday 
Clock says 
the world is 
closer than ever to global catastrophe than it has 
ever been since the first nuclear bombs were 
released at the close of World War II. The time on 
the Doomsday Clock moved forward from 100 
seconds to midnight to 90 seconds to midnight. 
Between Russia's threat of nuclear weapons in its 
war on Ukraine, the real perils of climate change 
and ongoing fears of more pandemics caused by 
humans, the Bulletin chose to reset the Clock to 
close to midnight. This Doomsday Clock is a reset 
of a decades long project of the Bulletin featuring a 
clock face where midnight represents Armageddon. 

Can We Win the Liberals’ War Against 
America?  

We have to do our part – it’s long past time to 
fight back. That won’t be easy because the radicals 
are mostly in control of messaging. They have the 
support and allegiance of the mainstream media, 
big tech, and corporate America. These entities 
also more or less control the Democratic Party and 
much of the Big Swamp bureaucracies, including 
public schools. 1  

Some 20 million left wing militants have shown up 
to Black Lives Matter rallies in 2019-2020 while 
Joe Biden huddled in his basement home and the 
Democrats in Congress sat on their hands and let 
citizens, towns and cities be destroyed. Recently 
this year Antifa (see Noteable) is rearing its ugly 
head again. Their strategies rely on making 
everyone feel alone, overwhelmed, afraid and 
defeated. And these strategies have proven to be 
very effective. 

The problem to be solved, then, is one of 
coordination. The journey to win back America has 
started with the majority victory in the United 
States House of Representatives. We conservatives 

need to strip the Democratic Swamp of their illicit 
powers and fight to defeat turncoat government 
bureaucracies be it the FBI, the CIA and the IRS to 
curb this madness. It’s a long shot to get all this done, 
but our efforts must be hourly, daily, and consistent for 
the next two years when we once again regain the 
control of the Senate and the Presidency. 

In an article published in The Federalist, far sighted 
John Daniel Davidson said three years ago that 
“America is the greatest country on earth, where liberty 
and prosperity and equality have blossomed as never 
before in human history. We can recognize our faults 
and shortcomings without apologizing for all we have 
achieved. We can defend what is necessary, and what 
is best, without giving one inch to the radicals who 
deny the promise of America’s Founding and want to 
see it transformed into something unrecognizable. We 
had better do so, and quickly. The future of the 
republic depends on it!” 
1 https://thefederalist.com/2020/06/26/were-in-a-
cultural-civil-war-its-time-for-conservatives-to-fight-
back/) 

Noteable: Antifa is a left-wing anti-fascist and anti-
racist political movement in the United 
States. It consists of a highly 
decentralized array of autonomous 
groups that use both nonviolent direct 
action and violence to achieve their 
aims.  – Wikipedia 
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AMERICANISM 

Harriet Beecher Stowe 
(1811-1896) 

A bolitionist author, Harriet Beecher Stowe rose 
to fame in 1851 with the publication of her 

best-selling book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which 
highlighted the evils of slavery, angered the 
slaveholding South, and inspired pro-slavery copy-
cat works in defense of the 
institution of slavery. 

Stowe was born on June 14, 1811 
in Litchfield, Connecticut, the 
seventh child of famed 
Congregational minister Lyman 
Beecher and Roxana Foote 
Beecher. Her famous siblings 
include elder sister Catherine (11 
years her senior), and Henry Ward 
Beecher, the famous preacher and 
reformer. Stowe’s mother died 
when she was five years old and 
while her father remarried, her 
sister Catherine became the most pronounced 
influence on young Harriet’s life. At age eight, she 
began her education at the Litchfield Female 
Academy. Later, in 1824, she attended Catherine 
Beecher’s Hartford Female Seminary, which 
exposed young women to many of the same courses 
available in men’s academies. Stowe’s proclivity for 
writing was evident in the essays she produced for 
school. Stowe became a teacher, working from 1829 
to 1832 at the Hartford Female Seminary. 

In 1832, when Stowe’s father Lyman accepted the 
position of president of the esteemed Lane Seminary 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, she went with him. There, she 
met some of the great minds and reformers of the 
day, including noted abolitionists. Smitten with the 
landscape of the West, she published her first book, 
Primary Geography, in 1833, which celebrated the 
diverse cultures and vistas she encountered. In 1836, 

she met and married Calvin Stowe, a professor at the 
Lane Seminary. He encouraged her writing, they had 
seven children, and weathered financial and other 
problems during their decades-long union. Stowe 
would write countless articles, some were published 
in the renowned women’s magazine of the times, 
Godey’s Lady’s Book. She also wrote 30 books, 
covering a wide range of topics from homemaking to 
religion in nonfiction, as well as several novels. 

The turning point in Stowe’s personal and literary 
life came in 1849, when her son died in a cholera 

epidemic that claimed nearly 3000 
lives in her region. She later said 
that the loss of her child inspired 
great empathy for enslaved mothers 
who had their children sold away 
from them. The passage of the 
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which 
legally compelled Northerners to 
return runaway slaves, infuriated 
Stowe and many in the North. This 
was when Stowe penned what 
would become her most famous 
work, the novel, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. Originally serialized in the 
National Era, Stowe saw her tale as 
a call to arms for Northerners to 

defy the Fugitive Slave Act. The vivid characters and 
great empathy inspired by the book was further aided 
by Stowe’s strong Christianity. 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin was released as a book in March 
1852, selling 300,000 copies in the United States in 
the first year. It was later performed on stage and 
translated into dozens of languages. When some 
claimed her portrait of slavery was inaccurate, Stowe 
published Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a book of 
primary source historical documents that backed up 
her account, including the narratives of notable 
former slaves Frederick Douglass and Josiah 
Henderson. Southern pro-slavery advocates 
countered with books of their own, such as Mary 
Henderson Eastman’s Aunt Phillis’s Cabin; Or, 
Southern Life as It Is. This work and others like it 
attempted to portray slavery as a benevolent 



Page 9 

THE ELEPHANT’S TALE • FEBRUARY 2023 

institution, but never received the acclaim or 
widespread readership of Stowe’s. 

Stowe used her fame to petition to end slavery. She 
toured nationally and internationally, speaking about 
her book and donating some of what she earned to help 
the antislavery cause. She also wrote extensively on 
behalf of abolition, most notably her “Appeal to 
Women of the Free States of America, on the Present 
Crisis on Our Country,” which she hoped would help 
raise public outcry to defeat the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska 
Act. 

During the Civil War, Stowe became one of the most 
visible professional writers. For years, popular folklore 
claimed that President Abraham Lincoln, upon 
meeting Stowe in 1862, said, “So you’re the woman 
who wrote the book that started this great war.” That 
quote, published in a 1911 biography of Stowe by her 
son Charles, has been called into question, as Stowe 
herself and two others present at the meeting make no 
reference to it in their accounts (and Charles was only 
a boy at the time of the meeting). 

In 1873, Stowe and her family moved to Hartford, 
Connecticut, where she remained until her death in 
1896, summering in Florida. She helped breathe new 
life into the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 
and was involved with efforts to launch the Hartford 
Art School, later part of the University of Hartford. 

Source and author: By Debra Michals, PhD | 2017 | 
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/
biographies/harriet-beecher-stowe 

A little sheep humor for you . . .  

The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's 
throat, for which the sheep thanks the shepherd as 
his liberator, while the wolf denounces him for the 
same act as the destroyer of liberty. Plainly, the 
sheep and the wolf are not agreed upon a definition 
of liberty.  

— Abraham Lincoln 

Really, Dr. Fauci? 
How did you know 

there would be a 
“surprise” outbreak? 
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Incline Village-Crystal Bay Republican Women  
Vision and Mission Statement 

 

Vision: To support individual freedom and responsibility under the Constitution of the United States 
and the Declaration of Independence by making Nevada a Red state again and keeping it that way. 
 
Mission: To promote the principles and philosophy of the Republican Party at the local, state, and 
federal levels by taking action to: 

 Support the election of conservative Republican candidates. 
 Educate club members and local voters. 
 Communicate with local, state and federal legislative bodies to enact constitutional, 

conservative legislation. 
 Collaborate with Nevada Republican Women’s clubs to leverage best practices to improve 

club effectiveness. 
 Promote Republican and conservative values through social media, print media, and 

community participation. 
 Effect change in our schools to support conservative and constitutional values. 
 Protect the integrity of local, state, and federal elections. 


